
24.150 Liberalism, Toleration, and Freedom of Speech F23 

Questions on West, ‘Words that silence? Freedom of expression and racist hate 

Speech’  

1. What are West’s ‘minimal conditions’ for free speech? Does she think that the minimal

conditions are sufficient for free speech, necessary for free speech, both, or neither? 

2. What is West’s ‘Meaning Obliterator’? What point does she use it to make?

3. What is West’s ‘input buffer’? What point does she use it to make?

4. What is racist hate speech, as West explains it? If her argument succeeds, would it show that

other kinds of hate speech might undermine free speech? If so, what kinds?  
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