Phan Rang (Eastern) Cham is spoken in SE Asia (Cambodia, Vietnam). It is a member of the

Chamic sub-branch of the vast Austronesian family that includes Malay, Philippine, and

Polynesian languages. Phan Rang Cham has a developed a High [a] vs. Low [a] tonal distinction

on the final syllable of the word. The canonical word shape in Austronesian is disyllabic, as

shown by the Malay cognates. In Chamic languages the final syllable is stressed and the first

syllable is unstressed and often reduced, perhaps reflecting independent developments in

Cambodian. Examine the data below to determine how the tonal distinction developed in Phan

Rang Cham from the postulated proto-forms based on comparative reconstruction with Malay

and other Austronesian languages.

Proto-Chamic  Malay

tobus tebus
?abih habis
paday padi
?iduy hidug
digai gigi
babui babi
labuh labuh
lanah nanah
nus inus
mahirah merah
tanah tanah
kuli:t kulit
saki? sakit
darah darah
dalam dalam
bila:n bulan
bilou bulu
dzala:n dzalan
dzurum dzarum
bituk batuk
diki? dikit
basah basah
batou batu
bisai besi

Phan Rang Cham

toptth
?apih
patay
?atln
tokay
popuy
lapth
linih
nuh
marah
tonih
kali?
haki?
torah
tolom
palan
palaw
colan
corum
patu?
toki?
pathah
patow

pothay

ransom
all

rice paddy
nose
tooth
wild pig
fall down
pus
sniffle
red

soil

skin

sick
blood
deep
moon
body hair
road
needle
cough
few

wet

stone

iron

Thurgood, Graham. 1993. Phan Rang Cham and Utsat. Jerold Edmondson and Kenneth Gregerson, eds. Tonality in

Austronesian Languages. Oceanic Linguistics Special Publications no. 24. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. Pp. 91-

106.



MIT OpenCourseWare
http://ocw.mit.edu

24.901 Language and Its Structure |: Phonology
Fall 2010

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: http://ocw.mit.edu/terms.



http://ocw.mit.edu
http://ocw.mit.edu/terms



