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Summary of the options for Life

(the simplified view — see also Freeman Ch 25)
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Take Home Messages

» There is more than one way to be alive —
energy and carbon and electrons

» Microbes have most of the metabolic diversity
available

» Products of one organism are the substrate for
another

» Where metabolic pathway is energetically
favorable, a microbe has evolved to take
advantage of it

Bacterial photosynthesis




